Different aggregation properties of sea urchin embryonic cells at different developmental stages. II. Stage specific response to fibronectin and collagen.
Fibronectin and collagen were added to cells dissociated from embryos at the blastula and at the 16 cell stages. Both molecules stimulate aggregation of cells dissociated from blastula but they do not affect aggregation of blastomeres dissociated from the 16 cell stage. The stage-specific response to fibronectin and collagen appears to be related to the onset of new functional role(s) of the two molecules at the blastula stage.